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Our panel discussion today will focus on the progress of three local school 
districts toward implementing new legislation, CGS Section 10-223a(b), 
regarding local graduation competency requirements. 

(b) On or before September 1, 2002, each local and regional board of 
education shall specify the basic skills necessary for graduation for classes 
graduating in 2006, and for each graduating class thereafter, and include a 
process to assess a student’s level of competency in such skills. The 
assessment criteria shall include, but shall not exclusively be based on, the 
results of the tenth grade mastery examination pursuant to section 10-14n. 
Each local and regional board of education shall identify a course of study 
for those students who have not successfully completed the assessment 
criteria to assist such students to reach a satisfactory level of competency 
prior to graduation. 

The statute therefore requires that on or before September 1, 2002, each local 
and regional board of education must first identify the basic skills necessary for 
graduation which will apply to the graduating class of 2006 and thereafter. 

For each basic skill area (as decided by the local board of education) districts 
must specify a “competency” and then identify how they will assess students’ 
competencies and also determine the level or standard required to be met 
(assessment criteria) for graduation. For those students who do not successfully 
complete the assessment criteria, the district must provide specific courses 
geared to help students gain the competencies required for graduation. 

The results of the 10th grade CAPT cannot be used as the sole basis for the 
graduation criteria but must be included as one alternative. For example, to meet 
a district’s mathematics competency, the district might decide that a student meet 
a district determined score on the mathematics portion of CAPT, or satisfactorily 
complete a district performance task in mathematics, or achieve a minimum 
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grade in a specific course, or achieve a specified score on a national or other 
standardized exam or a local exam in mathematics. 

While not explicit in the statute, the record of this statute’s development supports 
students being provided sufficient and different options to meet the competency 
and be given multiple opportunities to do so. 

The statute was written with both Wallingford’s and Milford’s pre-existing 
graduation requirements in mind. Dr. LeRoy Hay, Assistant Superintendent of 
Schools in Wallingford, will review Wallingford’s requirements and explain to you 
how and why Wallingford instituted their graduation requirements prior to the 
passing of this statute (pages 3-18). He will give you a sense of the way in which 
Wallingford is modifying their local requirements based on the requirements of 
the new statute. 

Mr. Art Sajecki, Principal of Tolland High School, will speak to you on the 
progress Tolland is making towards fulfilling the statute’s requirements. He will 
give you a sense of how Tolland is approaching the statutory requirements in 
combination with the New England Association of Schools & Colleges’ 
accreditation requirements (pages 19-24). In so doing, Tolland is an example of 
a district that is embracing a broad definition of basic skills. 

Dr. Linda Van Wagenen, Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment at 
Plainville High School, will highlight the process Plainville is using--including 
members of the business community and the higher education feeder 
institutions—to determine which basic skills will be identified for graduation in 
Plainville (pages 25-28). 

Finally, we will discuss implications of this legislation for potential future changes 
in the high school graduation legislation. 

Prepared by, 

Betty J. Sternberg, Associate Commissioner 
Division of Teaching and Learning 

February 6, 2002 


















